
Jar'lUary 12, 1993 

Mr, Robert Rehme, President 
Aeaoemy Of Motion PictlJre Arts and Sciences 
8949 Wilshire Boulevard 
Beverly Hills. CA. 90211 -1972 

Ae: Board representa1ioo tor Visual Effects 

Dear Mr. Rehme, 

The members of the Visual Effects Rules Committee ~ me in asking that you convey to the 
members of the Board of Governors our heartfelt appreciation; their action in Inviting our 
participation on the Board was most enthusiastically received. 

We are aware that adjustments to the Acaclemy" structure are a complex matter. undertaken 
after much careful deliberation. Thus it is all the more encouraging for the Visual Effects 
community 10 know that the growth of our craft's scope. skill and stature over the last two 
decaoes is acknowledged in the highest council Of the Academy. During this period Visual Effects. 
as a profession, has attracted many highly skilled practitioners from a variety of disciplines such 
as nuclear physics and compuler science. Yet, for all the intensely scientific attributes they bring 
to the Industry, they nonetheless epitomize the highest calling 01 our prolession and can lalrty be 
called BfllefUJiners. As a craft. we have long outgroYm the role 01 "trick" photography and now lind 
our work permeating the whole labOe 01 moIion picture production, making possible the seamless 
integration of apparenlly "normal" imagery that would be technically arxvOf 8COOOfll1ca11y 
impossible without the art of visual effects. Mercifully, it is possible (to paraphrase a notable 
cartoon) to see a film "without any godcIam special effects" but it's becoming Increasingly unlikely 
thai you will see a film that has no viauat eflects. 

The provision by the Board for a period 01 study In which to resolve these admittedly difficult 
issvea retating to Branch status is most laudable, and the Visual Effects community looks forward 
to assisting In any way possibte. We anticipate electing a representative In May, but would like 
to assure you and the Board that our process of oeliberatlon and development ot propo&als has 
already commenced. We expect 10 make substantive contributions 10 the revitalization 01 the 
Academy that Karl Malden initiated with the formatlon of the Long Range Planning Committee 
and, once again. wish you and the Board to know how cIeepIy we appreciate this opportunity. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jonathan Erland, Chairman 
Visual Effects Committee 



January 12, 1993 

Mr. Robert Rehme. President 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
8949 Wilshire Boulevard. 
Beverly Hil ls. CA. 90211-1972 

Re: Board representation lor Visual Effects. 

Dear Mr. Aehme. 

The members of the Visual Effects Aules Committee join me in asking that you COflvey to the 
members of the Board of Governors our heartfelt eppreciation; their action in inviting our 
participation 00 the Board was most enthusiastically received. 

We are aware that adjustments to the Academy's structure are a complex matter, undertaken 
after much careful deliberation. Thus it is all the more encouraging lor the Visual Effects 
community to know that the growth of our craft's scope. skill and stature over the last two 
decades is acknowledged in the highest council of the Academy. During this period Visual Effects, 
as a profession, has attracted many highly skilled practitioners from a variety of disciplines such 
as nuclear physics and computer science and yet. for all the intensely scientific attributes they 
bring to the industry. they nonetheless epitomize the highest calling 01 our profession and can 
fairly be called: entertainers. As a craft we have long outgrown the role of "trick" photography and 
now find our wor!<. permeating the whole fabric of motion picture production, making possible the 
seamless integration of apparently "normal" imagery that would be technically and lor 
economically impossible without the art of visual effects. Mercifully, it is possible (to paraphrase 
a notable cartoon) to see a film 'without any goddam special effects' but ii's becoming 
increasingly unlikely that you will see a film that has no visual effects. 

The very demanding technological requirements of our craft have driven much of the evolution 
of this industry's technology. i.e. film stocks such as EK5295. developed specifically for bluescreen 
applicatioos have been enthusiastically adopted for general production use because of enhanced 
color. improved resolution and close tolerance perforations. EK5295 became the forerunner for 
the current EXA family of fi lmstocks for which the Academy recently granted Kodak an Award 01 
Merit. The impetus lor the creation 01 the Technology Council, which the Academy was one of 
the first to endorse, and which is now doing such valuable wor!<. for the whole industry, came 
orig inally from the visual effects community. 

The provision by the Board lor a period 01 study in which to resolve these admittedly difficult 
issues relating to Branch status is most laudable, and the Visual Effects community looks forward 
to assisting in any way possible. We an~cipate electing a representative in May. but would like 
to assure you and the Board that our process 01 deliberation and development of proposals has 
already commenced. We expect to make substantive contributions to the revital i za~on of the 
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Jaoua.y 12. 1993 

Mr. Aoberl Aehme. Pres.iderll 
Academy 01 Motioo Picture Arls aod $clerlCeS 

8949 Wilshire Boulevard 
BeveRy Hills. C ..... 90211-1972 

Ae: Board representalion lor VISual Effects 

Dear Mr. Rehme. 

The rnembels of the Visual Ellacts Rules Corrvnit1ee }oWl me ., asU1g thaI you convey to !he 
membe~ of tna Board of GoveITlOr$ our heartfelt approclatloo: lheir action 10 mtlng our participation 
()f1 the Board was most eothuslastically received. 

We ara aware that adjustmeots to ItMI Academy's structure ara a complex mattar. uoderlakao after 
much carelul dalibB<ation. Thu." Is &lIthe more encoureglog for ItMI Visual Effects IXlmlTX.mlty to know 
Itlallhe growth 01 our craWs tcOPB. skill and .tature 0VBf the luI two decades is acknowledged" the 
highest COUOC~ 01 the Academy. Ouriog this period Visual Effects. as a pro/euion. has attracted maoy 
h;ghJy skilled practitioners lrom a variety 01 dlsclplioes such as ollClear physics aod computer lJCieoce. 

Yel. lor all the ioteoseJy lCieot~1c a"riMa. ttley bling to the iodustry. lhey nooathalass apitomlia the 
highest calling of our proleuion and C3lI faiRy be called enf9rtainBfS. As a Ctaft, we have long 
outgrown the role of "trick" photography and flOW find our WOfk perme&tll'lg lhe whole fabric of motion 
picture production. makirlg pouibIe the saamless intogration of appar9rl11y "nonnar im&ge.y that wouk:l 
be tectmlcalJy aod'or eoonornicalJy impos~ble w~houtthe arl 01 IIlsual effOC!s. Gary Bor1()f1, 01 Eastmao 
Kodak has uld. "The close working falatiooshlp betweeo Kodak aod tha Visual Effects commuoity in 
the developmeot 01 OBW 'ilmstod<s aod digital lmage proceuing witl have vast Implications lor the 
motion picture inOJstry: Mercifuly, ~ Is poIsibIB (10 paraphrase a noIabIe car100n) to _ a film 
"wit00ul eny goddam special effOC!s" but M'. beoor'rIng ~eaMlgly onIikalythat you wJI_ a film thaI 

has 00 visual ellects. 

The pl'OYlaiorl by the Board lor a period 01 study io which to resotve these adm~tedly dillN:u~ Issues 
ralating 10 Brar'lCh statu. Is mostlaudabla. end the VISUIII Etfect.oonvnunlty looks lorward 10 assisting 
In any way possible. We anticipate eladiog. rB9resenlatiYe In May, but would like 10 assure you and 
the Board that our process 01 deliberation and devalcpmenC 01 pmpo68.ie has already cornmanc:ed, 
We expect to maka substanllve contribullons to the revitalization of the Academy lhat Karl Maldeo 
Initialed w~h Ihe 'ormatlon oithe Long Range Planning Committee and. once again. wish you and the 
Board to know how deeply we appreciale!hls opporIUf'lIty, 

Yours slnoerely. 
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